| learned a bit about this in Year 6 Science Knawle,dge, Organlser
Year 2, Year & and Year 5! Living Things and their Habitats
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K ey K nawledge

Classlﬁcatlon is the process of 50rtmg li\rmg thlngs into groups.
Scientists use a classification system called taxcmamy — this is
where you groups things based on their characteristics (similarities

and differences).

K ey Vocabulary

A guallty or trait that makes something unique and hel,os to

Most living things are sorted into 2 main categories — vertebrates

and invertebrates.

Vertebrates can be spllt intoc 5 main categories — mammals, birds,

reptilo,s, fish and amphibia.ns.

Invertebrates can include things like annelids ( segmented worms),

arachnids, crustaceans, insects and molluscs.

Plants can be classified into flowering and non—flowerlng. 77w.y can
also be classif[ed into those that Iorodu.ce seeds and those that do
not. Plants that do not praduce seeds, instead Ioroduce spores which

help them to repraduce.

Characteristic idontify them
Microorganism Something so small it can only be seen using a microscope
Vertebrates Animals with a backbone
Invertebrates Animals without a backbone
Bacteria A tiny living thing made up from just one cell
Fungt A living thing that takes in dead matter and turns it into nutrients
Vires A germ smaller than bacteria that cannot survive on its own. [t
must have a ‘host” cell to invade in order to grow/multlply

Cell

A small unit that makes up all livlng things

Mtcroorganisms are generally classified as bacteria or fungl.
Bacteria are so small that they are made up ofjust one cell! Fung[
are like a natural recyclmg method, theH take dead matter and

turn it into nutrients for the soil.

Viruses are also microorganisms but t/’lQ,H are not llvlng. 771QH copy
themselves instead of growing and do not need tafeed SO they are

défferent fram living microorganisms.

Microorgantsms are all around us! 771@3 can be helpful, like those
found in human guts or harmful, like those that cause faod

paisomng .

Fungi, viruses, bacteria




