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Introduction

At Meadowside Primary School, we recognise the central importance of Engl(sh to enable
children to sloea/e and write ﬂuently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions
to others and through their reading and listening, others can communicate with them. We
aim to give our children the opportunity to /olay a full and active part within society and
therefore view their de\felopment of language skills as an essential part of our school
curriculum.

Reading is the /eey to unloc/eing a lifetime of learning, acquiring /enawledge and enablin
children to devela,o soclally, emot(onally and mtellectually. We want all children to develo,o
a love of reading both in terms of the escapism that a 900d story can brmg and the wealth
of /enowledge and understanding of others cultures and societies that can be found in both
non-fiction and fiction that has its basis in real life. We strive to ensure that every child
develops the ability to decode words in order to understand and comlorehend our rich and
varied English language, whether this is a factual text or a work of fiction. We want all
children to enjoy readmg, be curious and have an appreciation of the beautH and power of
the written word.

We have produced this statement on ,oolzcy and practice in English to ensure that:

e Children’s needs are effectivelg met across the curriculum.

e The requirements of the National Curriculum and the Curriculum for EYFS are fully
covered.

e The practice within the school is consistent and clear.

e School ,oolicy on English is shared with interested parties,

e QOur children recognise and value the importance of Engllsh as a medium of
communication.

In Ioroduclng this Ioollcy we have drawn upon:

. Exlsting practice within the school and knowledge of language acquisition

o The National Curriculum for Engl(sh

e The Statutary Framework for EYFS and Develapment Matters (ncm—statutorg guldance)

. Subject leader network meetings facilitated by the Education Outcomes and Intervention
Team through Gloucestershire School /mloro\fement

o The Centre for Literacy in Prlmary Education (CLPE) website and their Power of Readtng
teachmg sequences

e The lengliclous’, a website written by grammar experts at ucL encompassing resources,

training and CPD



Aims

At Meadowside Prc‘mary School, we will:

Help children use language to construct and convey meaning through spea/emg, llstening,
reading and Wrttmg.

Help children to learn to recognise and use structures and pattems in spo/een and
written language, with increasing confidence.

Help children recognise that their chosen grammar and punctuation have power, which
can be used to affect their audience .

Facilitate each individual’s growing awareness of what language is and how it works.
Help children use the /eey skills in Engllsh, to access all subjects across the curriculum.

The National Curriculum (2014) states that Engllsh:

‘Has a pre—eminent Io[ace in education and in society. A high quality education will allow

children to spea/e and write fluently so that they can communicate.. All the skills of
Zanguage are essential to participating fully as a member of socéety."

In terms of Sloo/een language, our /eey aims are to help children to:

Listen and respond appropr(ately to adults and their peers

Give well-structured descrilotz(ms, prlanations and narratives for different purposes,
L'ncludmg for expressing feelings

Listen, understand and respcmd appro,oréately to others

Articulate and Justy‘y answers, arguments and opinions

Devo_lalo an increasing command and understanding of the place of Standard English

In Read(ng, our aims are to hel,o children to:

Read with increasing ﬂuency and accuracy, mcludmg sloeedy recognition of common
exception words

Develalo a sense of wonder and Jjoy and a love of readlng

Respond thoughzfjcully to a range of texts and genres, Ln.clu.dmg poetry, and express their
views

Read WidQlH across both fiction and non-fiction

Use reference materials across the curriculum conftdentl\t]l, for a range of purposes

Our intentions in Writing are to enable children to:

Communicate their ideas successfully using words, phrases and sentences

Write with growing confidence and precision

Plan, revise and evaluate their writing

Learn to use a variety of written forms for different purposes

Learn and use good presentation skills (accurate punctuation, correct spellmg, and fluent

and legtble handwrltlng stHle).



Planning for Writing

EYFS's Statutory framework and the National Curriculum (2014) are used to inform the
Iolanrung of English at Meadowside. We Iolan sequences that help children develap an
understandmg of Wh&/ and how we can communicate in different ways- putting the
emlohasls on creating real purposes for writing wherever Ioosslble.

Across each year group, we utilise the followmg techmq,ues:
- CLPE's Power of Read(ng teachmg sequences
o These planned lessons delve dee,oer into hlgh qual(ty children’s literature to
truly immerse the children in a text and draw out the themes and language to
deo,,oen their understanding and enhance their writing. These approaches help
to ensure a broad and balanced range of work is covered, at levels
appropriate for all children.
- Englicious's Model Text teachmg sequences
o These focus on using a high—q,ualit&/ model text for the children to emulate.
We use L stages in this sequence
= [. Read as a reader- where we discuss the text and its affect on us as
a reader, L‘dentlfying Ioawerful words, phrases or sentences
» 2. Read as a writer- where we classify those words and learn more
about them and how they work in a lingulstic sense. We also learn new
grammar or punctuation elements here, noting the power they wield in
the model text
= 3. Write as a writer- where we Iolan and write our own example,
using the grammar learru‘ng that has happened in stage 2
» L. Write as a reader- where we think about our intended audience
and how to ensure they will be able to access our text. Edtting and
Ioubllshtng are the focus here
- ertmg across a range of genres
o These include re,oorts, recounts, persuasion, instruction, narrative and poetry.
We use common logos from EYFS to Year 6 taken from the Sue Palmer writing
skeletons
- Alon.gside these, we also value the enjoyment of writing just for the love of it and
use Writers' Café’ (where the children can choose from a range of inspirational
starters) and other, personal opportunities for writing (far example, writing to our
Ga\ferrung bady, local MP or other writing linked to our cross curricular topics)

Naturally children will communicate, read and write in all aspects of their work across the
curriculum. In addition, 5Ioeciflc activities will be Iolarmed to hel,o children acquire skills
and understandlng they need to 5ucce55fully undertake such tasks. Engllsh may include
such activities as:

Datly Engltsh— Language and/or theracy— sessions; Circle time; News sharmg,
L'ncludmg in Celebration Assembly; Storytelltng; Drama; Role Play; Presentmg Work;
School Productions; Story Time; Quiet Reading; Shared, Guided and /nde,oendent
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Reading; Talk Partners; Phonics and Sloelling; Handwriting; EGPS sessions; using our
school llbrary and technolagy to enhance learning.

Children are taught accordmg to the purposes of the task and their individual needs. They
might work in mixed abilttH groups; grouped according to need; frio,nd.ship groups or talk
Ioartners; whole class teaching; older/younger classes Wor/eing together and L'ndeloendent
work.

How we cater for children’s individual needs

Throughout Key Stage l'and 2, we utilise the skills of all our staff to provlde intervention
sessions where necessary. This includes the use of our teachmg assistants and part time
teachers to Iorovide extra support or extension work to help children reach their full
Iootential.

We use a variety of adaptlve teachlng to hel,o all children access the Zeammg in English.
These could include methods such as amended tasks, resources, support or adaloted pace to
help children make the next /eey steps in their communication de\fo,lolomo,nt.

Where teachers tdentt‘fy children who need sloeciftc assistance or support to accomlollsh
tasks, they will follow the procedure of The Graduated Pathway. Work will be
differentiated according to need, L'ncludmg the use of extra resources or the brea/eing down
of a task into manageable steps. This provision may be recorded on MH Plans, and Provision
/V\aps. Parents are part of ma/et‘ng these decisions. (For further details, see our SEND

Policy ).
Spelling

Sloellmg is an important aspect of writing but one that should not dominate our mar/emg and
assessment. Spellmg is to be used as a tool to ensure ideas can be read easlly by our
intended audience. The content of childrens writing should always be valued. Children need
help and encouragement in order to develop as confident, competent spellers because the
abllltH to sloell most words correctly is aften closely associated with positive self-esteem and
affects perfarmance in other areas of the curriculum.

Sloellmg learntng starts within the first few days when our youngest children start in
Receptlon Class. At Meadowside, we use Unloc/emg Letters and Sounds- a systematic
synthetic Iohcmics programme which follows the progression of the 2007 Letters and Sounds
framework, with the addition of some KSI National Curriculum objectims.

Through ULS children will learn the 150+ gralohemes that are re,oresented by the Ll
phonemes of the Engl(sh language alcmg with common exception words (CEWs) in a Iolanned,
progressive way. This is achieved through dally Iohoru’cs lessons, readmg practice using fully
decodable books matched to the child’s Iohcmtc /erwwledge and daily handwritlng practice.
This scheme starts in Autumn 1 in Rece,otion and concludes at the end of Autumn 2 in Year
2. For the rest of Year 2 to the end of Year 6, children learn about the common sloelléng
patterns and rules that govern our English 5Ioelllng system. They are taught to look carefully
at patterns and rules that will help them choose the correct graloheme for the word they are
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Wréténg. We use a spelling scheme written bH our English team, which uses the ,ormclples of
Unlac/emg Letters & Sounds in each spellmg lesson.

Sloellmg isa developmental process. The stages through which children pass as they de\felop
as sloellers are the follow[ng: pre-communicative, pre—phcmetic, Iohonetic, transitional and
correct. Spelling is a visual-motor skill and children will therefore develop visual strategies
in order to sloell correctly as they progress from Key Stage I to 2. Phonic /enowledge alone
will be madecluate. Children therefore need to be encouraged to look carefully at words,
brea/eing down the words into morphemes, using etymology to understand their roots.
Children will alsc need to be taught how the English spellmg system works and how our
hlstory has influenced our spelllng. Our spellmg lessons include these essential aspects.

Our spelling lessons focus on

. drawing attention and focus on the pattems and rules of English spelling
. helpmg children to remember these rules and recognise exceptions and anomalies

. Iorovldlng a variety of strategies for rememberlng sloellmgs, which may include
brea/emg words into syllables (or morlohemes at KeH Stage 2), analogy, mnemonics
and the use of base words and preﬁxes/suffzxes

. loa/emg at the etymology of words to see how they link and from where they
orlginate

. Lnterestmg pupc‘ls in the nuances and anomalies af the English language

Strategées used within sloellmg/ Iohoru‘cs lessons and/ or within English lessons may include:

. /V\ult(—sensory teachéng- to include kinaesthetic a,o,oroaches

o look, say, cover, write, check- facussmg clasely on difﬁcult/ awkward parts of the
word

o Words within words- focussmg on ways to remember certain parts of the word

. Loo/eing at the ethology and morpholagy of words to gain an u.nderstandmg of their
root

e Dictation- putting the words in the context of a sentence

e Personal spellmg books - hel,omg children to recognise words that they find d(ff&cult
These strategles are shared with Ioarents to allow them to suppart spellmg leamlng at home.
Planning for Reading

/\/\any of our Writmg sessions centre around a book or text. We want our children to
understand the power af the written word.

Children start to learn to read within the first few days when our youngest children start in
Recepticm Class. At Meadowside, we use Unloc/eing Letters and Sounds- a systematic
5Hnthetic Ioharu’cs programme which follows the progression of the 2007 Letters and Sounds
framework, with the addition of some KSI National Curriculum objectives.

6.



771r0ugh ULS children will learn the 150+ graphemes that are re,oresented. bH the Ll
Iohonemes of the English language alang with common exception words (CEWs) in a Iolarmed,
progressive way. This is achieved through dally Iohon(cs lessons, readmg practice using fully
decodable books matched to the child's Iohon(c /enowledge and datly handwrt‘tmg practice.

All children also take part in gu[ded reading activities each week- these come in man
forms, includmg small group readmg or whole class sessions-and may also have individual
readmg sessions, partt‘cularly in KQ,H Stage I, to ensure that children develop to become
fluent readers. Children also visit our school library once a week to allow them to choose a
book that interests them to share with their families at home. We encourage children to be
ambitious and curious when choosmg these books to sloar/e a love of reading.

In EYFS and Year I, children read an individual reading book, which is closely matched to
their individual phantcs /enowledge. This book is sent home each week to be shared with
parents. When the children can decode ﬂuently (usually mid way through Year 2) they
have more freedom in their choice of individual readmg book. Each year group from Year 2
onwards has 3 sets of books (one for each long term) these have been arranged to Iorow’de
progressive challengo. in terms of vocabulary, sentence structure and content.

Alongslde this, children in EYFS and KSI take part in grouped 9u£ded reading that focuses on
decadmg, ﬂuency and prosody. In KS2, this may continue but is used alcmgs(de whole class
gu(ded readmg sessions where children focus on the different skills reguir@d to understand
and 'comprehend' a text.

To suppart children in their campr@hension skills, we use Wolf Hill as an intervention
programme, which focuso,s on do,vo,lalomg reading comprehenstcm.

Assessment

This takes two main forms- what teachers assess on a daily basis (formatlve assessment)
will determine what individuals need to move on to next and, three times a year, a sloeciflc
Judgement (summative assessment), to determine what they can do canﬁdentl&/ when
War/eing Lnde,oendently.

At three points in a year, we will record séganicant features of children’s progress,
maderatmg samloles of children’s work. In order to do this, we use a variety of pieces of
L'ndependent work, designed to qgive children the opportunity to ‘show Uff, their best work
and show us all the skills they have mastered.

Parents’ Evem’ngs in the Autumn and Slorlng Terms, and an end of year written report,
advise parents on progress, achievement and areas for develo,oment. Learnlng With Parents
homework tasks will also inform families of the Engltsh objectives bemg studied in school,
with helloful videos to showcase what is expected.

In addition, parents are lnfarmed of the results of: End of EYFS Early Leamlng Goals, Year 1
Phonics test, KQ,H Stage 2 SATs, alongside Teacher Assessments.
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Please see our Assessment Palicy and our Feedback and /V\ar/eing Policy forfurther details.
Equal Opportunities

To ensure that all children have an qual access to a rich and rewarding curriculum for
Englésh, we try to ensure that a range of activities, experiences, teachmg strategies,
materials and technalogical aids are emplcryed to meet individual needs, and to provlde the
cultural dtversity which all children need to encounter. (Farfurther details, see our EcLual

Oppartun.ities Policy).
The Role of Parents

We see parents as important partners in the process of develoloing children’s language skills;
as role models, as support and as a vital audience. We therefore encourage parents to Iolay
an active part in their children’s education by :

. /nvalving parents in the school's readmg programme at the earliest appropriate
opportunity (for exam,ole, via Reading Diaries, Curriculum Events, Unloc/eing Letters and
Sounds /\/\Qetlng for Rece,ot(on parents and /—/ellomg at Home Zeaﬂets).

. Sharmg the Iohonécs/ spelltngs the children have been leammg in school, alongside some
ways that parents can hel,o children learn these at home

. Welcammg offers of hello from parents to assist in school.

. Suloloortmg children with other Engllsh tasks at home, mcludmg datly read(ng practise

/f paro,nts require further information, the&/ should ask the Headteacher or class teacher.
The Handwr(t(ng Pol(cy sets out our a,oproach to develop(ng children’s presentation skills
when erting. We teach using Unloc/emg Letters & Sounds’ handwrltmg scheme.

Review

This pallcy was drawn up by the English Subject Team, War/elng in consultation with the
staff and the governing bady.



