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Message from the Head
We only have one more week until Easter! The children and the staff team have worked incredibly
hard since January to develop their learning. It’s been extremely challenging, with Covid and other
bugs affecting every classroom and staff have had to take on a variety of cover roles. I hope the
Summer will prove to be calmer and give us more opportunities to share learning experiences as a
school family.
You should by now have booked your appointment for Parents’ Evening on Monday or Wednesday.
We are looking forward to sharing successes and finding ways to work together, to move your
child’s learning forward. Please also look at our ‘Homework at Meadowside’ policy, which sets out
expectations, but also helps to clarify how children learn and how best to support them to reach their
full potential at home and at school.
https://meadowsideschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Homework-at-Meadowside.pdf

Meadowside Class News
Reception
Last week in Elm class we came across the lean wolf, the mean wolf. He was up to no good,
sneaking around in the forest, putting Grannies in wardrobes and trying to eat little girls. The
classroom was soon full of baskets, biscuits and people using their story telling voices to act out the
Little Red Riding Hood story.
This week we met a troll hiding under a bridge. All the classroom doors are now covered with signs
warning people to look out for trolls. Luckily the ones we imagined are not too nasty. We have had a
go at painting and drawing the trolls we can imagine, giving them names and thinking about what
they like to eat. Some of us thought goats but others thought they might like to try worms or even
custard instead.
In our phonics or letters and sounds sessions we are working on writing longer words, there is so
much to think about with writing but with practice we are all getting better.
In maths we have been looking at ways to make 10 and more recently learning about 3D shapes.
Only one more week of our topic 'What's the story?' We will have to come up with a fun finale.
Year 1
What an exciting week Year 1 had this week! Wednesday saw us going on our first ever school trip,
and for many of us, this was the first time we had been on a coach too! The children were extremely
excited and had the best time getting stuck into all of the multi-skills activities at Oxstalls! They were
an absolute credit to the school and it was a pleasure to take them! We even had 2 children win
prizes for their fantastic Easter bonnet competition entries! In English we have been completing our
diaries all about the Great Fire of London and trying to challenge ourselves with exciting vocabulary!
In maths we have found out all about quarters and how we can use a bar model to find ¼ of a
number. In our history work, we have been learning all about Great British women who have

Class News Continued
of a number. In our history work, we have been learning all about Great British women who have
contributed to changing the course of history and have been sharing our thoughts and opinions
about the way people in the past were treated because of who they were and what they looked like.
We have loved this topic and are so excited to show off what we know at our assembly next week!

Year 2
This week, we have travelled to the 1800s to find out about two very special ladies that helped
wounded soldiers in the Crimean War in 1853. We have learnt about Florence Nightingale and Mary
Seacole and found out why for many years, we heard mostly about Miss Nightingale. Year 2 were
rather appalled to hear why Mary Seacole had been forgotten for so long.
We have been busily practising for our Shakespeare Festival, which is next week and have begun
to add sound effects to our actions, which should look great on stage! Please make sure that your
children are practising their lines – we have been focussing on using our BIG VOICES so that the
audience will hear us!
In maths over the past week, we have been learning all about telling the time to 5 minutes and using
real money to pay for things! These are 2 areas that can often be forgotten about in our digital age,
so if you can let your child practise these by looking at real analogue clocks and looking at the coins
in your purse/wallet, this will really help their understanding!
Don’t forget that next week (on Thursday 7th) we are inviting everyone to dress up as their favourite
Great Briton ready for our class assembly at 9.30am on Thursday. We are looking forward to
seeing which people from history arrive at school on Thursday!

Year 3
Unfortunately both Mrs Parker and myself have been hit by Covid in the last few weeks, but we
would like to thank Mrs Smith, Mrs Hopwood and Mr Jones for helping the class run smoothly and
continuing the classes exciting learning opportunities.
The children have finished creating Papier Mache volcanoes and had great fun making them
explode by using a mixture of bicarbonate of soda, vinegar and paint. It was very exciting to watch
the eruptions!
To link with our Extreme topic, in English we have been learning all about earthquakes and plate
tectonics. We are working towards writing a non-chronological report which explains what an
earthquake is and why they happen.
In Maths we have recently been learning and practising column addition and subtraction, if you have
a few spare minutes each day, it would be really helpful if you could practise some quickfire addition
and subtraction questions to aid the children with their rapid recall of number facts.
After Easter, we would like to read the book 'Charlotte's Web' by EB White as a class reader. It
would be helpful for the children to have a copy of the book to read in class. If you have a copy at
home, or can borrow one, please could you send it in to school after the Easter break. Thank you!

Year 4
We have nearly completed a poetry unit inspired by ‘The River, by Valerie Bloom. Apple class have
been really challenged with using metaphor, rhythm and rhyme. In maths, we will have completed
our multiplication unit and started working on division and written methods.
We look forward to our topic Shine event next Thursday and meeting up with parents next week to
celebrate achievements and look at how we build to a strong finish in Terms 5 and 6. Enjoy the
Easter break!

Year 5

We have enjoyed another varied couple of weeks in Year 5. Our topic, ‘Troy Story’, is drawing to a
close and we have had a fantastic time constructing our Trojan horses and applying all our learning
about circuits to power them. We will be looking next week at the legacy of the ancient Greeks. As
well as writing speeches about homelessness to conclude our non-fiction work in English lessons,
we have begun exploring Greek myths. We are enjoying the tales of Perseus and Theseus, and
have produced some amazing images of the snake haired Medusa. In maths, we have completed
our unit on fractions, decimals and percentages and feel more confident about the relationships
between them. We will do more on fractions next term, but are moving onto converting between
units of measurement next week. This week is assessment week and the children have really
impressed with their attitude, showing perseverance and resilience. Well done everyone. We look
forward to speaking to you about individual progress and targets during parents’ evening
appointments next week.
Year 6
This week Year 6 have had a taste of what our SATs week will be like with our Mocks. Everybody
has worked so hard and next week we will be able to look at the areas that we still need to practise
before the real thing! In our topic sessions we have been designing and making our motorised
Trojan horses, using everything we have learned about electric circuits. We have started planning
our Ancient Greece non-chronological reports in English and will be showing off all of the knowledge
we have acquired during this term when we write them next week. In Maths we have been revising
areas that we still find tricky and using bar modelling to help us answer ratio and proportion
questions. We are so excited for the boys’ A team football final tomorrow- we know you will be
awesome!

Other News

Please be aware that we finish for Easter at 2pm on Friday 8 th April.
Wednesday 6th April is Mrs Parker’s (Y3) last day at Meadowside. She has worked here since 2011
and given her time and her heart to Meadowside and the children she has taught. We wish her well
in her exciting new career with Gloucestershire Constabulary.

As you will know, the Government are moving to the next phase of their ‘Living With COVID Plan’
from 1st April. We are due to be receiving guidance today about how that should affect our practice
in school. At the time of writing, we have not yet received this so will be updating you early next
week about what changes we might need to make in terms of isolation periods and remote learning
procedures. Our current procedures remain in place until we are fully informed by the Government.

Governors Corner
Message From Chair of Governors
Thank you for volunteering!
“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they have the heart”
 Elizabeth Andrew
Please do not ask me who Elizabeth Andrew is/was, she is either the first woman Labour party lead
born in late 1800’s or a modern-day writer of self-help books!
In our Meadowside community we are fortunate to have many people willing to give time to support
school trips and activities and help us on our projects - thanks to FOM and all who helped out on our
school grounds project recently your efforts can be seen!
We also have teaching assistants and other staff who are going ‘above and beyond’ to help fill the
COVID gaps that are still being seen in our teaching and learning capacity (give them all a
wristband Miss Thomas!). The governors are also all volunteers who have made a longer-term
commitment to be involved in school life.
Our volunteers give us much and there is also a great deal to gain in becoming more involved in this
school community. As our existing resources become more stretched and our challenges continue
we are keen to develop more volunteering opportunities and include more people and all their skills,
experience and motivation into school life.
If you are open to volunteering as an idea to explore then Elizabeth Andrews (whoever she was!)
reminds us that challenges of time can be overcome in a supportive community. My own inability to
finish the job on researching that quote because of lack of time is a testament to the fact
Meadowside is such a community. I don’t know how they put up with me!
Have a lovely weekend and if anyone knows who Elizabeth Andrews is or, has any thoughts at all
on volunteering at Meadowside do let me know!
Rachel Brain
Chair@meadowsideprimary.co.uk

Friends of Meadowside
We hope the children have enjoyed starting their April Fools day in style with Meadowside’s “Break
The Rules” day, and we thankyou for all your kind donations. Also, an enormous thanks for
everyone who helped out with our Krispy Kreme sales last week – all of the funds raised for these
events go straight back into the school and will be used to fund The Meadow project.
We are straight into our next fundraiser with the Chocolate Raffle being drawn on Fri 8th April.
There are lots of chocolate treats to be won for this as well as 2 grand prizes; and we thankyou to
those who have donated eggs towards the raffle. Tickets for the raffle will be on sale between
Monday 4th – Thurs 7th April in the car-park, before and after school. £1 for a strip of raffle tickets –
you’ve got to be in it to win it!
There is still plenty of time to donate more eggs; the more eggs we receive, the more prizes we can
give out for the raffle, so please can they be dropped into the office by Thurs 7th April.
Thankyou as always for your support
Friends of Meadowside.

Sporting News
Our Year 5 gymnasts had a fantastic morning at their first ever competition. They each did a floor
routine and two vaults. Mrs Drummond thoroughly enjoyed her morning and was proud of their
determination, resilience and attitude.
Year 1 had a fantastic afternoon at their multi skills event. They took part in a range of activities
including jumping, throwing, running and balancing. Two of the class even won prizes for their
amazing Easter hats.
Good luck to the Boys football team who are competing in the cup final tomorrow. We will keep you
updated in the next newsletter.

INSET dates 21/22
(School shut for pupils)
Monday 6th June 2022
Thursday 21st July 2022
INSET dates 22/23

Dates for your diary
Monday 4th and Wednesday 6th April- Parents
Evening
Friday 8th April – 2pm Finish for the Easter
Holidays
Friday 8th April – Chocolate Raffle
Sun 15th May – FOM Jubilee Hunt
Fri 20th May – FOM Quiz night

Date of next newsletter: Friday 29th April 2022

