
  

Our curriculum is designed to give every child a life-long love of learning, gain knowledge and acquire skills and to ultimately 

help them succeed in life beyond Meadowside 

The Curriculum at Meadowside School 

When referencing An investigation into how to assess the quality of education through curriculum intent, implementation and impact we have used blue text.  

When referencing Section 5 of the Inspection Handbook we have used green text.  

Curriculum Reshaping 

Our thinking has been shaped by the 25 indicators associated with Curriculum Policy (Figure 2) Under our current curriculum we assess ourselves at Level 3 on the rubric 

scoring system: Coverage is sufficient  but there are some weaknesses overall in a number of examples  (identified by leaders but not yet remedying). However, we have 

taken steps to remedy the weaknesses.  

Over the next year, we are reshaping our unique curriculum to create stronger, clearer links between topics and subjects previously studied in different year groups to 

enhance curriculum sequencing and subject progression. After our Ofsted visit (March 2020) and the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, we have decided to move from a 2-

year rolling programme, to a 1 year programme. Our knowledge engaged curriculum, will become more coherent, sequenced and progressive.  
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Phase 1: Analyse the 
curriculum  
Spring 2022 – Summer 2022 
 
Celebration of topic 
books/learning 
 
SLT analysed the curriculum 
through the lens of a child and 
shared the rationale for a 1 year 
programme over a 2 year skills-
led rolling programme with 
staff.  
 
SLT to decide on year group 
placement of broad 
themes/subjects/learning 
objectives  
 
  
 
  

Phase 2: Reshape the curriculum  
Summer 2022 
 
Teachers and teaching assistants 
input into topic titles based on 
the themes/subjects/learning 
objectives  
 
Subject leaders decide on Golden 
Threads for their subjects  
 
Staff to share knowledge of 
content, skills and vocabulary 
taught in topics  
 
Subject leaders and SLT to check 
to ensure learning objectives are 
progressive and coherent in each 
subject  
 
 
 
 

Phase 3: Implementation of new 
curriculum  
Autumn 2022 onwards 
 
Staff plan topics, ready for delivery 
in Sept 2022   
 
Front cover sheets for topics to show 
links and progression from previous 
learning  
 
Relaunch:  

• Top Topic Facts  

• Key Questions  

• Key vocabulary 
 
Share full curriculum changes with 
parents and wider school family  

Phase 4: Short term impact of 
new curriculum   
January 2023 – April 2023 
 
Curriculum Lead to review the 
sequence, progress and 
coherence of the new 
curriculum using learning 
walks, pupil voice, staff 
feedback and book looks. 
 
Staff to develop assessment 
system, in line with the new 
objectives for the year groups  
 
  

Phase 5: Longer term 
impact of new 
curriculum   
 
Whole staff to review the 
1-year programme  
 
 

Outcome:  
Full curriculum map analysed 
and ready for reshaping.  
 

Outcome:  
The curriculum has sufficient 
depth and coverage of knowledge 
in the subjects  
There is a model of curriculum 
progression for every subject  
Curriculum mapping ensures 
sufficient coverage across the 
subject over time 
(Figure 2) 

Outcome: The curriculum is 
coherently planned and sequenced 
towards cumulatively sufficient 
knowledge and skills for future 
learning and employment  
 

Outcome: The progress that 
pupils are making in terms of 
knowing more, remembering 
more and being able to do 
more (Para 195 point 1) 
 

Outcome:  
To assess at Level 5 on 
the rubric scale. This 
aspect of curriculum 
underpins/is central to 
the school’s 
work/embedded 
practice/may include 
examples of exceptional 
curriculum (Figure 2) 
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Intent: 

At Meadowside, the curriculum complies fully with the statutory requirements of the National Curriculum (2014). The curriculum design promotes a life-long love of 

learning, gaining knowledge and acquiring skills and to ultimately help every pupil in life beyond Meadowside. We have designed our curriculum using the ‘Big Ideas’ model. 

This takes a big concept, such as The Earth, Sun and Moon, Great Britain or The Romans, that is learnt through driving questions that helps all children understand our 

world. We plan carefully using pre-requisites and exciting end points (Topic Shines) so we are clear in what the children need to know to achieve in the next phase. We 

always take into account what children at Meadowside want to learn when they find out their new topic title (The curriculum is at least as ambitious as the standards set by 

the national curriculum). A ‘Golden Thread’ is used so that key learning within a subject can be analysed by Subject Leaders to ensure curriculum coverage is strong and 

coherent.  

Implementation:   

The curriculum in the classroom is planned to be fun and meaningful. 
 

• Each topic begins with a ‘launch’ and ends with a ‘shine’. Teachers gather information about what children know/should know and use this to inform the pathway 
to the end point of the topic. (Paragraph 181 points 5 and 6) 

 

• Teachers and subject leaders use each other’s knowledge and expertise to support in planning and delivery. The reshaping of the curriculum will involve subject 
leaders bringing their vision of their subject to the fore. (Paragraph 181 points 1, 2 and 3) 

 

• Child-led topic books. Teachers share and model their skills to show the children what it could look like. Children then have the freedom and ownership over the 
presentation of their work as authors and consider their audience and purpose.  

 

• Strong links between English and topic work. Books are borrowed from the library; where possible, guided reading texts are linked to topics; English lessons follow 
themes and objectives of the current topic. (Paragraph 181 point 6) 

 

• Links across subjects are made wherever possible. We intertwine subject knowledge and skills in our learning to help pupils embed key concepts in their long-term 
memory and apply them fluently. (Paragraph 181 points 4, 5 and 6) 

 

• Links are made across year groups for children to make connections. We call these Golden Threads (Paragraph 181 point 5) 
 

• Trips and visitors enrich our topics and extend the knowledge and skills of pupils.  
 

• Specific weeks and days are planned in to link across topics and the whole school 
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• Opportunities to become involved in socially and culturally enhancing events to benefit the children are taken e.g. Gloucester Schools Shakespeare Festival, 
Cheltenham Literature and Science Festivals, Quedgeley Library, Young Voices, The Gloucester Sports Partnership. (Para 176) 

 

• Vibrant displays that show off and celebrate our best work but also show the children the steps they are achieving to reaching the objectives of the current topic.  
 

• Work is shared at the end of each term with each other, children and staff from other classes. Feedback is gathered by staff (see impact). 
 

• Homework which improves home school links and is meaningful for the children. It is always celebrated.  
 

• Our Head of Inclusion offers extensive support for children with SEND, with 1:1 Teaching Assistants used to ensure children are acquiring the knowledge and 
cultural capital to succeed in life beyond Meadowside 

Impact: 

• Topic assessment grids are used in year groups 1 – 6 at the end points in topics. They assess the children against National Curriculum objectives. Subject leaders 
analyse these once a term and at the end of the year, they are passed on to the next year group. (Paragraph 191 point 4)  

 

• Children fill out Skills Passports every two weeks (KS1) and at the end of each topic (KS2), so they can see how their skills have progressed as learners and in key 
subjects. For example, how have they developed their geographical skills in the topic this term? They have the opportunity to show us how confident they are in 
each of the objectives. (Paragraph 191 point 4) 

 

• The curriculum team gather a variety of different types of evidence to celebrate what is going well but to also think about what needs altering: pupil voice; lesson 
observations; book looks. (Paragraph 191 point 1)  
 

• Pupils are ready for their next stage of their education (Page 51) 


