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Meadowside Class News 

 

Reception- 
In Elm class we spent another week working with the traditional version of the 3 pigs. There were 

some great wolf pictures and we managed to create a brilliant story map together.  

This week we have been enjoying the story 'Pigs Might fly' it continues the story on and it involves 

an air race. None of us were surprised when the first little pig tried to build his plane from straw. We 

made lego planes and you may see a few paper planes zooming around the Reception outdoor 

area.  

We are continuing to build up our phonic knowledge and we have started to use our reading skills in 

guided reading sessions, it is good to share a book with friends.  

Year 1- 

Year 1 have been really enjoying our geography work over the last two weeks! We have found out 

the names of the four countries that make up the UK, we know their capital cities, flags and patron 

saints and we have even added some key features of the countries to a map! This week we looked 

at our second key question “Where in the world is the UK?” We have found of the names of the 

seven continents and five oceans and learnt some catchy songs to help us remember them! Why 

not see if your child can sing you the songs? We have continued to work on our book “The Queen’s 

Hat” in English and this week it has seen us further explore the London Eye and Big Ben! We 

enjoyed listening to the sound of Big Ben and seeing just how large it was. In maths, we have been 

working on number bonds up to 16 this week and are looking forward to trying something new next 

week as we have worked very hard on our number bond skills!  

 

 

Message from the Head 
We have a new Chair of Governors at Meadowside, Mrs Rachel Brain.  Rachel has a daughter at 

Meadowside and has experience and interest in primary education.  Our outgoing Chair, Ian Webb, has done 

an amazing job and has been loyal and proactive in so many ways.  We have also lost another longstanding 

Governor, Laurence Boakes, so we currently have 2 vacancies on our Governing Body.  Being a Governor is 

a voluntary commitment, but brings support and challenge to Meadowside and helps the school to move 

forward. The range of responsibilities include: curriculum (all subjects), budget, premises, wellbeing for staff 

and children.  Please come and talk to Rachel or myself if you’d like to know more and perhaps get involved 

in shaping Meadowside’s future! 

Making a difference for our future 

Spring Term Edition          Friday 28th January 2022 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class News Continued 
 

Year 2- 

Unfortunately COVID has visited the Year 2 class this past fortnight (including myself!) so we 

haven't seen as much of each other as we would have liked! Miss Brear has been manning the fort 

in school, whilst I am in charge of tech support from home! 

We began a new book this fortnight to lead us through our English lessons- The Owl Who was 

Afraid of the Dark. We met Plop who has a rather unfortunate problem that he must overcome by 

determination and resilience! We believe in you, Plop! By the end of the book, we will (hopefully) 

have enough information and ideas to be able to write our very own next chapter! 

In maths, we have been studying our times tables- looking specifically at the 2s, 10s an 5s. Keep 

practising your tables at home, Year 2, using known facts to help you remember the unknown ones!  

TTR is very useful for this so I'm very glad that we got it back up and running so quickly! 

We move on to Key Question 2 in our topic work this week- Where in the world is the UK? Your 

children should come home singing songs about the oceans and continents of the world, so ask 

them to tell you all about it!  As part of this section of our topic, we want to show to the children how 

the world has changed Britain, specifically our foods.  In order to do this we would like you to get 

involved in providing foods from around the British Empire. Please see the letter we sent you on 20th 

January 2022 and log in to your child’s Teams account to fill in the Class Notebook and get 

involved.  Without your support, we cannot run this session! 

Finally- well done to all our cross country runners from year 2- you represented our school 

beautifully, as we knew you would! 

Year 3-  

We are still enjoying our 'Extreme' topic and we have been busy finding out about the similarities 

and differences between the Arctic and Antarctic. Last Thursday, we really enjoyed a visit from The 

Wilson Museum. The class listened attentively to the story of Edward Wilson, our local polar 

explorer. They were able to see some examples of equipment he would've used, toys and clothing 

from the era and see some of his amazing artwork. Later, they took part in a watercolour workshop, 

where they learnt to paint polar landscapes in the style of Edward Wilson. They produced some 

beautiful landscapes! 

Last week we completed our maths unit on mental addition strategies, this week we are starting 

subtraction! If you have a few minutes spare and would like to support your child's learning, why not 

play some quick mental addition and subtraction games. 

Year 4-  
The children really enjoyed a visit from The Edward Wilson Museum, where Jo led them with 

creating watercolour landscapes and immersed them with knowledge about the life of Edward 

Wilson.   We are enjoying the topic and contrasting life in the Arctic and Antarctica with life here!   

‘Brightstorm’ is proving to be an enjoyable read and a good stimulus for acquiring new vocabulary.  

It has been really interesting witnessing how the childrens’ understanding of what character traits, 

attitudes and behaviour enable exploration and discovery.  Our class focus at the moment is 

demonstrating being an engaged learner and this fits very well with Brightstorm!   We have 

concluded our work on the ‘Iron Giant’ in English and move on to ‘The Whale’ by Ethan and Vita 

Murrow.  TTR is back and in maths, we are working on subtracting from a four digit number using 

mental methods.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We are excited about the return of Mrs Joyner and the continued involvement of Miss Hiam.  We are 

very fortunate that the fourth member of our Year Four Team, Mrs Parker, will continue working with 

Apple Class each Wednesday afternoon. 

Year 5-  

We have had another busy couple of weeks in Year 5. We are nearing the end of our English unit 

based on The Nowhere Emporium and the children have done a great job planning, writing and 

editing their own story continuation using some of the techniques we have studied. In maths, we are 

applying the standard written method for long multiplication. Many of us have found this rather 

tricky, but we are persevering. The process has highlighted the need to know our multiplication facts 

really well so, for some of us, it’s time to make more use of Times Table Rockstars again! 

In topic sessions, we have been finding out about William Shakespeare. We have researched key 

events in his life to create a timeline and had great fun creating Shakespearean insults. This week 

has seen us discovering more about the Globe Theatre and getting to grips with one of his most well 

known plays, Romeo and Juliet. We had a brilliant time acting out the story and performing some of 

the lines he wrote. 

In other news, well done to the group of children who took part in the cross country competition and 

to those children who have had their writing selected for publication as part of the Adventure 

Hunters – Marvellous Missions project they completed with Mrs Drummond. It is lovely to have 

Meadowside and Year 5 represented so well. 

 

 
Year 6-  
 

We have just revealed our Shakespeare play that we are studying in our topic: the infamous 

Macbeth. We have enjoyed a little drama to help us understand the plot line. We were surprised 

how much some of the children knew about this play already, which is fantastic. We have been 

studying Shakespearean language and we especially enjoyed hurling insults of the era at each 

other! Many of us had to deal with being called a puny maggot-spotted toad and such like! We have 

also worked out how much of today’s language we owe to our famous William. They are the focus of 

some of our spellings this week too. 

We have finished our unit of work on geometry in Maths and we are now looking at mixed 

operations in the same number sentences. We also worked out we are pretty good at algebra! 

This week in English we are focusing on applying all our structured writing sessions into our 

independent narrative work. We have invented some of our own stories which focuses on creating 

tension and suspense for the reader. We can’t wait to read them…if we dare. Some are a bit spooky 

and scary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Sporting News 

 

Football 

We are approaching the end of the football season for our A Team. Meadowside are currently top of 

their league, with 5 wins, 1 draw and 1 loss. The final league game is next week and we are hoping 

to clinch the title with a win, however, lots of teams have games to play so we can’t be certain yet! 

The boys have been magnificent and with the cup coming up in February, there’s a real chance of 

silverware.  

The girls’ team have completed their league and played brilliantly. Under the expert coaching of Mrs 

Drummond, they have managed to compete with other local schools, drawing against Kingsway and 

Beech Green. All the girls are new to football and they have all loved it. Some have even gone on to 

play outside at school for their local club. Girls, we are so proud of you! They have their first cup 

game coming up, which is very exciting! Well done, girls!  

The B team have taken part in one festival so far, with another coming up in February. The boys 

from years 5 and 6 had a brilliant time, showing off their skills, fitness and enthusiasm against some 

tough opposition. They drew one game and narrowly lost three, but the experience was a very 

positive one. The boys will also compete in a cup, which begins next month.  

A huge thank you to parents for your support with lifts to away fixtures and of course for the 

cheering!  

 

Cross Country 

Firstly, we would like to say a huge congratulations to all our cross-country runners, for the 

dedication and determination that they have shown since September! They have arrived at school 

early every Thursday morning, (whatever the weather!) with smiles on their faces and have tried 

their best every week! 

 

On Monday we were able to take nearly 50 children from Years 2-6 to Holmleigh Park, to compete 

in the Gloucester School Cross-country Championships.  There were 24 schools represented and 

almost 1000 children competing. It was a pleasure to attend and the children from Meadowside 

were a credit to the school. They all ran to the best of their ability and showed great determination 

and resilience - it was a long course! We had some great results, with several children making the 

top 20 in their age groups and even one in the top ten! 

 

Thank you to the parents who helped on Monday - we couldn't have done it without you! Also, a big 

thank you to all the parents who brought your children to school every Thursday morning for 

training! 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INSET dates 21/22 

(School shut for pupils) 

 

Monday 6th June 2022 

Thursday 21st July 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your diary 
 

31st January 2022 – Boys Football at home 

against Waterwells 

10th February 2022- B team Boys Football 

10th February 2022- Height and Weight checks 

Reception and Year 6 

11th February 2022 –Year 1 and 2 British Empire 

Food Court 

 

END OF TERM 3:   

Friday 18th February at 3 15pm 

 
Don’t forget to check the website 

www.meadowsideschool.co.uk/calendar for all 

key dates.  

 

 

 

 

Date of next newsletter: Friday 11th February 2022 

Friends of Meadowside 
 

The committee had our first meeting of the year and discussed lots of plans for the coming months.  Keep an eye out 

for more information soon.  Our first event will be a red dress down day on Monday 14th February to celebrate 

friendship, kindness and love.  You can wear red clothes in exchange for £1 which will go towards our development of 

the meadow behind forest school. 

 

We are also planning another Krispy Kreme Friday at some point which is always popular. The pre-ordering system 

works really well so we will continue with that format for the event. We will let you know the date and when ordering 

can begin. 

 

Friends of Meadowside 

 

 

 

http://www.meadowsideschool.co.uk/calendar

