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Message from the Head

Firstly, we'd like to thank you all for your compliance with our request for face masks/coverings to be worn on
site. We do need to remain cautious and careful during this lockdown period in particular.
You may well have heard from your child that they have been doing assessments this week! We are using
these as part of our analysis of where children currently are, what learning has been forgotten and what
needs immediate focus. Some children have found this process stressful, but we do need the information
generated, to target our next teaching steps and to consider how best to use our catch up funding.

Thank you all for your generous donations to our chosen good causes for Non-Uniform day today.

Meadowside Class News

Reception
This term Willow class have been very busy using their imaginations in our new topic ‘Marvellous
Monsters'.

It never ceases to amaze me how creative children can be. We have been corresponding with a
monster who popped into the classroom to borrow a book, before lockdown. The wall is covered with
monster pictures and letters. At one point almost the whole classroom was part of a giant monster
trap, unfortunately no Monsters were caught (or harmed). We have been on monster hunts outside
as well as all the usual maths and phonics.

Year 1

Year One have been very excited about our new topic which began last week - A Toys’ Story! We
received a mystery box which contained an old bear named Gerald and an invitation to a teddy
bears’ picnic in December (more information on this to follow)! We have started to learn about both
old and new toys and this week were extremely lucky to be able to explore lots of toys from the past!
We had a brilliant time looking about what children used to play with and how they are
similar/different to toys we play with today! Why not talk to your child about the toys you liked to play
with when you were young?

Year 2

We have had a very exciting start back to Term 2 as we have been invited by some bears to a
Teddy Bears’ Picnic! We have been asked to provide some entertainment and host the picnic, so
over the coming few weeks, we will be planning and preparing an entertaining picnic suitable for our
bear friends! (More details on this will come to you soon). We began our picnic preparation by
learning all about toys from the past- Year 2 have been fascinated by Cat’s Cradle- and we even got
to investigate some toys from the past this week! It was very exciting (and noisy)! We hope to find
out more about toys both modern and old and even plan to make our own toy by the end of term!




Class News Continued

Year 3

Year 3 have had a lovely enthusiastic start to the new term. We have started to investigate fossils
as part of our new 'Who wants to be a rock star?' topic. We have excavated choc chips from
cookies and used different sketching techniques to draw an ammonite. Last week the children
worked together using plaster of pairs to create their own fossils and they couldn't wait to see the
results! We have also immersed ourselves in the world of Mary Anning through the story Stone Girl
Bone Girl. The children have really enjoyed the story and have written lots of different diary extracts
from the perspectives of Mary and her father. We learnt some amazing facts including that the
tongue twister 'She sells seashells' is based on Mary selling her curiosities. In Maths we have
moved on from place value to looking at different types of lines and 2D and 3D shapes and
properties. Keep up the good work Year 3!

Year 4

We have completed our assessments in English and maths and these help us identify areas of
learning that require consolidation as well as those where your child is secure. We have completed
our work in geometry focusing on acute, obtuse and right angles. Please continue to encourage
your child with regularly taking part on TTR to support rapid recall of division and multiplication
facts.

The children have enjoyed studying Mary Anning and finding out about this pioneering
palaeontologist! The chocolate chip excavation was a particular favourite and we have made a
great start with our 'Who Can Be A Rock Star?' topic. To support our reading in Year Four, children
will be issued with a bookmark which they can add stickers to when they change a staged reading
book. Ifitis a longer book, they may be able to convince an adult that they deserve two stickers.
Your child will be expected to complete at least one book review this term.

Year 5

We've had an excellent start to the term in year 5. Our topic this term is ‘Could it be magic?’ and we
will be exploring magic and illusions up until Christmas. The children had great fun creating their
own optical illusions on their return. We are studying the ‘Wizard of Oz’ in English and have begun
by looking at tornadoes, before focusing our attention on the journey down the yellow brick road! In
maths, we have resumed our work on decimals up to three decimal places and in PSHCE we have
discussed leadership opportunities in our class. It is lovely to see the children creating their own
teams to help other members of year 5 enjoy their playtimes. Computing has involved coding using
Logo, whilst PE this term is netball and hockey. Our DT projects are underway and we are very
excited about creating our own magical scene from the Wizard of Oz. We have begun to add
spellings to our Year 5 Microsoft Teams page so keep an eye out every Monday for those!




Year 6
Year 6 are fully enthralled and enjoying exploring the magical world of Narnia. Since we returned

after half term we have been reading and using the classic text: The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe. Seeing the children's faces as we get to an exciting climax at the end of each chapter
has brought back the life and soul of the full primary classroom experience - adored by adults and
children alike. It is noticeable how extremely valuable hearing the traditional spoken word read
aloud also is. It is so powerful and as you can imagine much of the rich language being heard is
opening up amazing discussions. A 'wireless' for example is not 'bluetooth’ as they at first thought!
We have been seeing some improved descriptive writing this past two weeks as a result.

The text fits neatly into our brand new topic about all things that bring awe and wonder to our
learning: 'Could it be magic?' Yes, you sang that title didn't you? We are having a wonderful time
investigating if Science or Maths can help explain certain phenomenon or not. This week it was
Friction being explored and last week our Art was creating optical illusions to trick the eye.

Friends of Meadowside

Many thanks to everyone who entered our Half Term Bake Off. We had some fantastic entries and
we hope the children enjoyed baking.

We are fast approaching Meadowside’s 20" Birthday and unfortunately won’t be able to have our
usual Discos to mark the event, so we are coming up with a fun alternative for the day. Keep an
eye out for further announcements about this, which will take place during the school day on Friday
27" November.

We are also busy planning some Christmas events, one of which is a Christmas Advent Window
trail around Green Farm. If you live on Green Farm and would be willing to decorate a window
please contact us via our facebook page, or on our email — friends@meadowsideprimary.co.uk.

Other News

Covid 19 —areminder about procedure
If a member of your household displays coronavirus symptoms or goes for a Covid-19 Test, the
whole family must isolate from the onset of the symptoms/day of the test, at least until the results
are known.
Please contact Meadowside at the earliest opportunity. Use the email address below during half
term, to let us know of Covid symptoms, a test taken or any results received.

frontline@meadowsideprimary.co.uk

We will always support and advise you as a family. Nothing is more important than the health and
wellbeing of our school community, at this time.
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INSET dates
(School shut for pupils)

Monday 8" and Monday
9th March 2021

Wednesday 215t July
2021

Dates for your diar

Friday 20" November- Flu immunisations, whole School
Friday 20" November — deadline for school photo orders (online

only)

Friday 27" November — Meadowside’s 20" Birthday

Don’t forget to check the website
www.meadowsideschool.co.uk/calendar for all key dates.

Date of next newsletter: Friday 27th November 2020
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