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Welcome to edition 1 of a brand new Meadowside Newsletter, from your Headteacher!  It is designed to 

tell you more about the teaching and learning at Meadowside, as well as giving an insight into the work 

we do with other schools.  I also hope it will give you more information about OUR school and provide 

opportunities to share successes, innovations and contribute to Meadowside’s future. 

Curriculum News 

In every edition, I will focus on a different subject within the National Curriculum and share more detail about the work that goes 

on at Meadowside, to develop the teaching and learning in that area.  If you have any questions, or would like to know more, 

about particular subjects or initiatives, please do come and see me, as I’m really keen to make this newsletter relevant and 

useful for you. 

 



Writing at Meadowside 

This year, improving writing standards has been high on our list of priorities at Meadowside.  We have an English Team, led by Miss Mellersh and 

including several teachers and TAs across the school. They help to select and deliver CPD, monitoring and initiatives for staff and children and they 

meet termly to plan these. 

An idea that we are currently trialling is The Writers’ Café, which we have adapted from one of our Quedgeley school partners.  Each term, the 

children have a menu of writing activities to choose from, some linked to their topic. They can select from side orders such as special pens/paper 

and their classroom is transformed with tablecloths, bunting and so on.  Good examples are chosen from each year group and feature in an ongoing 

school display.   

This activity is designed to stimulate the children’s imaginations, but also provides us with good evidence of what they can apply independently.  The 

Expected Standard at the end of each Key Stage requires all key expectations to be secure, so children need to have writing stamina, enthusiasm 

and technical skills in order to achieve this.  If you have the chance to come into school before Easter – for the Writing Walkabout on 15/3 or Parents 

Evenings on 27/28 March – please look at and ask your child about other writing developments in their year group.  I’ll tell you more about one of 

these, Masterpiece Monday, next time! 

 



PSHE and Wellbeing 

This year, we have created a Wellbeing Team, led by Mrs Whitlock, to elevate the profile of emotional and mental health at Meadowside.  For pupils 

to flourish and staff to enjoy their job to the full, we have to look after one another and be aware of our strengths and when our resilience needs a 

boost. 

We are collecting evidence to apply for the Mental Health Champions Award, which will recognise the innovations and initiatives we currently 

provide, in this area.  We will certainly let you know if we are successful!   

We are going to spend our INSET Day in June revising the PSHE curriculum for the children, to make sure it matches the demands and challenges 

of life in 2018 and beyond.  We are also aware we ‘owe’ you a Wellbeing evening, so watch this space! We are looking forward to sharing some of 

our research and thoughts with you. 

                  The Quedgeley Learning Community 

 

Meadowside is one of 10 schools in this partnership, which was set up to enhance opportunities for pupils and staff across our schools.  I am 

currently the Vice Chair of the group and the Heads meet termly to select and organise activities.  Here are a couple of examples of the work we are 

currently involved in. 

1) Mr Port and Mrs Morley have been training other teachers from Gloucester on the ‘Good To Great’ programme. This CPD was designed by 

Mr Port and others from the QLC and we now offer it to teachers in Gloucester schools, to help them reflect on and develop their skills as 

teachers in partnership with others.  Recently the group visited Meadowside and observed a variety of lessons across the school.  We had 

some very helpful and positive feedback, and compliments galore about your children and their engagement with learning!  We are fortunate 

to have staff with the ability to lead this and it is good publicity for Meadowside, too! 

 



2) We are working collaboratively and supportively to ensure our schools are compliant when the new data protection regulations (GDPR) 

come into force on 25th May.  Mr Port and I spent Monday at Field Court Junior School working on practical tasks with the QLC and Tuesday 

in Meadowside’s School Office on Stage 1 of a revamp!  Miss Noble and Mrs Wilks have to work towards a ‘clean desk’ policy in May! 

 

 

COMING SOON – Our new Teaching and Learning Policy 

Making A Difference For our Future 

We are part way through a rewrite of our policy and the children are contributing ideas for this.  Soon, we will be displaying the fruits of our labours in 

the Entrance Hall as well as on the school website . I hope you will agree it reflects the ethos and values we work together to promote and instill into 

all the children at Meadowside.  We often have very positive comments when our children represent us at events and when they move on to 

Secondary School, because they are well-rounded and enthusiastic learners.  The feedback from the recent visit by Gloucester teachers certainly 

confirmed this. 

Next time… Maths Mastery, Behaviour Policy, working in partnership with the Local Authority 


