
 

 
Can Meadowside advise me about tutors? 
 
Unfortunately, we cannot promote individual tutors or recommend them.  
We can put you in touch with parents who have used them in the past. 
We can’t make the decision for you either, and obviously there are no 
guarantees that tutoring will get your child through the test, particularly 
now they have been redesigned to minimise the impact of coaching.  
However, Miss Thomas is happy to talk through options with you if 
helpful.  You can book an appointment at any time. 
 
Should we be visiting schools now –as it seems very early? 
 
Keeping options open, even if your child has their heart set on a 
particular school, is very important.  Often, an open event will include a 
presentation from the Headteacher, who will articulate and prioritise 
their school’s vision and values – an opportunity to consider whether it 
matches what you are looking for. Use school websites to help also, and 
keep an open mind.  Schools will always have you back for an individual 
tour later in the year, if you have specific questions to ask, or you want 
to see a ‘normal working day’. 
 
Does Meadowside know what the Entrance Exam for Grammar Schools 
consists of? 
 
No – our teaching must be planned from the National Curriculum 
exclusively and therefore we cannot prepare the children for the type of 
test or practice content. 
What we aim to do is develop a love of learning, perseverance, 
determination and resilience, which enables your child to tackle 
Secondary school life (including tests!) with confidence and enthusiasm.  
This is often commented on by our feeder Secondary schools – Year 7s 
from Meadowside are well-prepared, well-rounded individuals who 
contribute to all aspects of their new school life!  You can always spot a 
Meadowsider, which is a real compliment! 
Come and talk to us at Parents Evening and/or at any time during the 
process – we’ll help wherever we can! 
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Thinking about Secondary School 
 

A Guide for Year 5 Parents and 
Children at Meadowside 

 
Year 5 is not too early to start 
thinking about next steps in your 
school journey.  At Meadowside, 
we have put together what we 
hope will be a helpful guide to 
prepare for this important decision 
in life. 
 

We have tried to make the 
information in this booklet up to 
date and correct but you should 
contact individual schools for their 
admissions criteria. 



 
September 2019 

• Your child (now in Y6) will sit the Entrance exam for Grammar 

School at the venue you have selected.  The tests have recently 

been moved to early/mid-September. 

• Approximately 4 weeks after the exam, you will be notified 

whether your child has ‘passed’ for the school(s) of your choice.  

This does not guarantee a place at this stage.  

• The pass mark varies between schools and years.  It depends on 

how many people are entered, how they score and how that fits 

into the number of places available.  Some schools will tell you 

your child’s score/ranking but they all do it differently.  You will 

need to ask the individual schools you are registering for, about 

their own procedure. 

 
Autumn Term 2019 

• You will receive a letter in September from the Local Authority 

with your log in to make your school selections, with up to 4 

choices available.   

• Do not miss the closing date, or you will then be allocated any 

school with a space, selected by the Local Authority. 

Spring Term 2020 

• You will receive confirmation of your Secondary School place 

(usually early March). When you register, you are able to choose 

how this information is sent to you.  Most people ask for an email, 

but you can have it posted. 

• Meadowside is sent a list of all pupil allocations on the day you 

get it – we don’t know any earlier than you! 

Summer Term 2020 

• Your child will sit their KS2 Tests in Reading, Maths and 

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling at Meadowside in May 2018.  

These tests have no bearing on your child’s Secondary school 

place.  

• You and your child will be invited to welcome events at your new 

school … and so it begins! 

 

 
September 2018 

• Schools advertise their Open Evenings and Open Days on their 

individual websites.   

It is a good idea to get a flavour of several possible options. 

If you want to take your child out of Meadowside for a visit, their 

absence will be authorised.  Please let us know as soon as possible. 

 

• Year 5 pupils take their CATs (Cognitive Ability Tests) at Meadowside 

in September. 

These are nationally produced, but not compulsory for schools. 

We choose to do them at Meadowside, as they add to a child’s 

achievement profile, tell us more about their underlying learning 

attitudes and are externally marked and analysed for us, producing 

standardised scores. 

They cover verbal, non-verbal, quantitative and spatial reasoning and 

are designed to be unlike regular tests/tasks children will have 

encountered. 

 

Parents will be sent their child’s scores a few days before Parents 

Evening in October. Please book an appointment with Miss Thomas if 

you would like to discuss them in more detail  

 

Summer Term 2019 
 

• You need to register for the Grammar School Selection Test in early 

June and the window will close at the end of June. Precise dates will 

be confirmed by the Local Authority and will appear on Grammar 

School websites in early 2019.  

• Register at the school where you wish your child to take the test.  You 

will be given the option on the registration form to share your child’s 

score with other Grammar Schools if you are interested in more than 

one school. 

• Don’t miss the deadline for registration – there is no leeway given by 

the schools! 

• If your child has additional needs or is in receipt of Pupil Premium at 

school, please remember to let individual schools know.  

 
Schools usually host more Open Days/Evenings, so you can go back or visit 
new options.  As before, you may take your child on a tour – their absence will 
be authorised by Meadowside.   
 
 

Useful Websites:  www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/school admissions 
                               www.elevenplusexams.co.uk 


