
Year 3 English Writing Expectations 
 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Transcription 

Use the suffixes –ing, -ed, and –ly Use dictionaries to confirm spellings, using the first 
2/3 letters of a word.  

Use prefixes and suffixes taught in spelling 

 Write from memory simple dictated sentences. Write from memory simple dictated sentences  
that included words and punctuation taught so far 

Composition 

 Begin to use heading and sub headings to aid 
presentation (teacher directed) 

Begin to show independence in the use heading and 
sub headings to present information.  

Plan writing and discuss writing similar to which 
they are planning to write.  
(e.g. story mountain and maps 3 parts) 

Plan independently to write based on familiar formats 
(e.g. story mountains 5 parts, timelines) 

Plan to write based on familiar forms.  

 Begin to discuss texts in terms of own writing.  

Plan writing using notes including new vocabulary Rehearse sentences orally for writing, building rich and 
varied vocabulary  

Use rich and varied vocabulary in writing 

 Begin to understand the use of paragraphs and their 
organisational use, based on a theme.  

Begin to group related material into simple 
paragraphs.   

Innovate settings and characters in narratives 
(teacher directed) 

Develop ideas for settings and plot in narratives Create own simple settings and plot in narratives.  
 

Proof read their own work to check for grammatical 
errors such as tense. 

Assess effectiveness of own writing and begin to suggest 
improvements 

Assess effectiveness of own and others writing.  

  Begin to read own writing to a talk partner. 

Vocabulary, 
Grammar and 
punctuations 

SPAG 

Identify the use of present and past tense in writing.  Use present tense and past tense consistently in writing. Use the perfect tense 

 Identify the use of nouns and pronouns Use a range of nouns and pronouns 

Use an adverb to modify the verb in a sentence. Use adverbs to show time, place and cause (then, 
next, soon, therefore) 

Use conjunctions to show time, place and cause 
(when, before, after, while, so, because) 

  Use prepositions to show time, place and cause 
(before, after, during) 

Use a variety of sentence forms to add detail to their 
writing. (simple and compound) 

 Use the term main clause and subordinate clause in 
writing (and reading) 

Use capital letters, full stops, question marks, 
exclamation marks to correctly demarcate most 
sentences.  

Begin to use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech  

 Use an apostrophe to show an omission and singular 
possession.  
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Handwriting Use handwriting joins appropriately   

 

Know, understand and use the terms: 
adverb, preposition conjunction 
word family, prefix 
clause, subordinate clause 
direct speech 
consonant, consonant letter vowel, vowel letter 
inverted commas (or speech marks) 


