
Year 3 English Reading Expectations 
 

 

 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Word Reading 

Secure decoding of text using phonic knowledge.  Apply grapheme knowledge 

Read books that are structured in different ways.  Exercise choice in selecting books for a purpose, with 
some teacher input. 

 

 Know a few basic features of how a non-fiction text gives 
us information. 

With support, retrieve and record information from 
non-fiction texts.  

Read common misconception words 

Reading 
Comprehension 

Find out the meaning of new words Use dictionaries to check for meaning.   

Re-reading and self-correcting to make sense of a 
sentence.  

Checking a text makes sense to them, discussing their 
understanding and explaining the meaning of words in 
context.  

Ask questions to deepen own understanding of a 
text. 

 Read and discuss a range ranges of poems Prepare poems to read for a performance 

 Listen to and discuss plays Read plays and show an understanding of how to 
perform.  

Retell stories simple (traditional)  Retell myths/legends simply 

Comment simply on writers choices, using evidence 
from the text to justify answers 

Identify some effective features of a writers use of 
language 

Comment on basic features of writers use of 
language with little/no comment e.g. lots of 
adjectives.  

Share opinions about a text  Discuss reading and opinions  of  texts with others  

Main purpose of the text identified Comment on and identify the main purpose of a text  

Make predictions about a text based on its cover, 
how a story may end or a character may act.  

Make simple predictions about what might happen 
form details stated 

 

Comments on inferences based on evidence from 
different points of the text.  

Identify a straightforward inference based on a single 
reference point in the text. E.g. he was upset because it 
says he was crying.  

Comment on meaning established at a literal level 
or based on personal speculation.  

 
  Identify the subject (leading towards the theme) of 

a range of genres. 


