
Year 4 Writing Expectations 
 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Transcription 

Identify differences between omission and 
possession apostrophes. 

Identify nonstandard English for verb inflections 
Correctly spell common homophones 

Use plural and possessives accurately in independent 
work 
Use standard English forms for verb inflections 

Identify apostrophes to mark regular plural 
possession (eg The girls’ bags) 

Demonstrate apostrophes to mark regular plural 
possession (girls’, boys’) and in words with irregular plurals 
(eg children’s) 
 

Use apostrophes to mark plural possession in 
independent work 
 

Spell using prefixes and suffixes added correctly to 
base words. 

Spell by adding prefixes and suffixes accurately to base 
words.  

 

Composition 

Begin to group related material into simple 
paragraphs 

Demonstrate some independent use of paragraphs to 
organise ideas around a theme (organise writing into 
paragraphs) 

Consistent use of paragraphs to organise ideas 
around a theme 

Use pronouns and nouns within a piece of writing 
 

Select pronouns and nouns for clarity 
 

Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun within 
and across sentences to aid cohesion and avoid 
repetition 

In non narrative material, begin to use simple 
organisational devices (eg headings/ 
paragraphing) 

In non-narrative material, use simple organisational 
devices (eg heading/subheadings) 
 

 

Begin to proof read for spelling and punctuation 
errors-with guidance 

 Proof read own work for spelling and punctuation 
errors-independently 

 Evaluate own and others writing (propose changes to 
grammar and vocab) 

Independently evaluate own writing 

Plan to write based on familiar forms 
 

Plan writing based on familiar forms- commenting on 
and using the common vocabulary and structure of the 
studied text type 

Plan writing based on familiar forms- commenting 
on and using the common vocabulary, grammar 
and structure of the studied text type 

Read back own writing to a TP Read own writing to a group and whole class Read own writing using intonation and controlled 
tone/volume so meaning is clear 

Vocabulary, 
Grammar and 
punctuation 

Expand noun phrases by addition of modifying 
adjectives and nouns 

Expand noun phrases in their writing by modifying 
adjectives, nouns and using preposition phrases 

Identifying where they have used adjectives, nouns 
and preposition phrases in their own work in order to 
improve clarity and cohesion 

 Suggest fronted adverbials which could be used, 
understanding that a comma should be used to demarcate 
this 
 

Use fronted adverbials in independent writing, 
demarcating these with a comma. 

Understand use of inverted commas to punctuate 
direct speech 
 

Demonstrate use of inverted commas and other 
punctuation to indicate direct speech  

Use in independent writing inverted commas to 
indicate direct speech 
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To continue to use language of clauses: main 
clause and subordinate clause and refer to it in 
reading and writing 

To continue to use language of clauses: main clause and 
subordinate clause and refer to it in reading and writing 

To continue to use language of clauses: main clause 
and subordinate clause and refer to it in reading and 
writing 

To use the perfect tense 
 

To use the perfect tense appropriately 
 

Correct use of a wide variety of tenses past, 
present and perfect 

  Use of a wider range of conjunctions 

Handwriting increase regularity of handwriting 

 

Know, understand and use the terms: 
determiner 
pronoun, possessive pronoun 
adverbial 
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 Not yet at expected standard Expected standard Proficient in the expected standard 

 
Children who required additional 
intervention to enable them to access the 
curriculum expectations 

Children who demonstrated knowledge and 
understanding of the National Curriculum objectives for 

the term 

Children able to apply their range of knowledge across 
a range of subjects with a proficient grasp of the 

concepts studied  

Autumn 

   

Spring 

   

Summer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 


